
Odisha – The Growth Story                   

 

Located on the east coast of India, historically Odisha has been a dominating maritime 

economy. For over two millenniums, merchants from Odisha established trade routes 

across the seas in the South and South East Asia. Today, Odisha has emerged as a 

key player in India’s growth as a global economy. On the path of accelerated 

development since the past 18 years, the State has emerged as a hub for industrial 

growth in the region. Odisha has transformed itself as a State on the move with the 

economy on a high-growth trajectory.  

 

Socio- Economic Growth  

With a nominal GSDP of about USD 64 bn  (2017-18), Odisha is growing at a nominal 

Growth Rate of 10.28% (2017-18). The State has been consistently growing faster 

than the national average with the nominal growth rate (2015-16 to 2017-18) being 

12.13% , as against 10.76 % at the national level.  

 

Key Reforms implemented by the State  

a) Agriculture  The income of the farmers in the State has been doubled between 

the period of 2003 and 2012. In the last few years, poverty in 

Odisha has been declined by about 25%, which is the highest 

reduction among major States in India. Odisha was the first State 

in the country to implement Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for 

transfer of input subsidies to the farmers. The productivity gain in 

agriculture in Odisha has been recognised at the National level 



with conferment of ‘Krishi Karman Award’ for four times during last 

six years.  

b) Healthcare The State has made substantial progress in areas of institutional 

delivery of healthcare. Progress has been achieved towards full 

immunization coverage, reduction in anaemia among the pregnant 

women and reduction in IMR. ‘Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana’ has 

been launched to provide universal health coverage with special 

emphasis on the health protection of economically vulnerable 

families.  

c) Women 

Empowerment 

MAMATA, the largest Conditional Cash Transfer Scheme in 

Odisha, launched as a flagship programme in 2011 has benefitted 

more than 34.87 lakh women for child birth. To empower women 

communities, more than 6 lakh Women Self Help groups (SHGs) 

have been formed under ‘Mission Shakti’ with 69 lakh members. 

d) Education With presence of educational institutions of national repute and 

importance including IIT, IIIT, NLU, NISER, IIM, NIT and NIFT, 

Odisha has emerged as the educational hub of Eastern India. The 

State is implementing Computer Aided Learning program in upper 

primary schools. One Odisha ‘Adarsha Vidyalaya’ is being 

established in each Block of the State. 

e) Housing The State was awarded by the Government of India for 

outstanding achievement in implementation of Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana (Gramin).  Almost 20 lakh houses have been 

completed under the various Rural Housing Schemes since FY 

2014-15 which is the highest in the country. Odisha Liveable 



Habitat Mission has been launched to provide a conducive habitat 

for the slum dwellers for improving the quality of life of households. 

f) Power 

Sector 

Odisha was the first State to implement power sector reforms in 

the country.  Odisha Power Generation Corporation delivered a 

PLF (Plant Load Factor) of 87.9% in 2016-17, the highest amongst 

state sector thermal units in India. Odisha Power Generation 

Corporation also provides the highest transmission availability of 

99.97% in India. 

 

Industrial growth and achievements 

Shri Naveen Patnaik, Chief Minister, Odisha has envisioned Odisha as the 

investment destination of choice by continuously creating and delivering outstanding 

opportunities for business growth, fostering all-round socio-economic development for 

the State and its people. Towards realizing this vision, the Department of Industries 

has undertaken various policy reforms for creation of a conducive ecosystem for 

industrial development in the State. Over the past two decades, Odisha has emerged 

as a preferred investment destination for industries, from within India and across the 

Globe. The State is consistently ranked amongst the top 3 states in terms of live 

manufacturing investments in India. Odisha experienced a 16.5% year-on-year growth 

in live investments during 2016-17, compared to just 4.6% growth in India during that 

period.  

 

 

 



 Over the past few years, mega investments in core sectors has led to the 

industrial capacity in Alumina, Aluminium and Steel increasing manifold in Odisha. It 

is pertinent to note that stainless steel which had a negligible production capacity in 

2000, today has a capacity of 0.8 million tonnes in the State. 

Infrastructure and Core Sector growth in Odisha 

 Sector  2000 2017 

Core Sectors 

Alumina ( in Million Tonne) 0.8 5.8 

Aluminium ( in Million Tonne) 0.35 2.66 

Steel ( in Million Tonne) 2 22.9 

Stainless Steel ( in Million Tonne) 0 0.8 

Infrastructure  

Port Capacity (in Million Tonne) 20.5 190 

Power Generation ( in MW) 5,009 17,690 

Road Network* (Km)  16,041 26,843 

 *Roads under the Public Works Department, Government of Odisha 

 

Odisha’s natural strength lies in being a mineral-rich State, with the State being the 

highest producer of minerals in the country producing more than 13% in terms of the 

national value. Over the past few years, the Government of Odisha has focused on 

adding value to the minerals, as a result of which, Odisha is today considered the 

Aluminium Capital of South Asia accounting for over 54 per cent of the country’s 

production. The State is also the highest producer of Steel and Stainless Steel in India. 

As a next step, the State has laid down a roadmap with a vision to convert at least 

50% of the metal produced in the State into downstream products within the State. 

 



The State has developed state-of-the-art infrastructure facilities in the form of 

industrial regions and clusters including National Investment & Manufacturing Zone 

(NIMZ) at Kalinganagar, Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemicals Investment 

Region (PCPIT) at Paradip, Sea Food Park at Deras, Aluminium Park at Angul, 

Electronics Manufacturing Cluster (EMC) at Bhubaneswar, Textile Park at 

Dhamnagar, Apparel Park at Ramdaspur amongst others to provide competitive 

manufacturing locations for the investor community. Large companies including Adani 

Group, Jindal Stainless, Jindal Steel and Power, Vedanta group and Welspun group 

are setting up private industrial parks in the State which will provide significant growth 

opportunities for downstream and MSME industries along with providing job 

opportunities for the people. 

 

 

 

A land bank of more than 125,000 acres has been created across various 

districts of the State to facilitate hassle-free and quick allocation of land to the 

investors. Targeting port-led development for the manufacturing sector, the State has 

been working towards developing a chain of ports. Paradip port has emerged as the 

second largest port in India. Dharma and Gopalpur Ports, and the upcoming deep 
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water port at Subarnarekha and Astarang will further spur the manufacturing activity. 

The State has also approved the first riverine port project of the State to be set up 

on Mahanadi River in Kendrapada. Moreover, the State is developing a chain of 12 

non-major ports along the coast, to usher an unprecedented development in the 

region. 

The State Government has been a leader in leveraging IT for ease of doing 

business and industrial development. The Government of Odisha has introduced the 

Single Window Investor Facilitation and Tracking (GO SWIFT) portal for the industries. 

This revolutionary and first-of-its-kind portal shall provide all required services and 

support to an investor during the entire investment life-cycle of a project. Through this 

single platform, the approval process for 32 services from 15 State government 

departments has been made end-to-end online, including online approvals, e-

payments, application tracking and downloading of certificates for all linked G2B 

services.  A number of other innovative technological interventions have also been 

introduced by the State Government to facilitate industrial promotion and investment. 

Odisha was the first state in India to launch an online and synchronized Central 

Inspection Framework for all industrial establishments called Government of Odisha - 

Synchronised Mechanism for Inspection of Licenced Enterprises (GO SMILE). To 

resolve any investor queries post allotment of land, an online Automated Post 

Allotment Application (APAA) is in place. To display real time information with regard 

to industrial land and associated utilities available in the State, an online portal called 

Government of Odisha - Portal for Land Use and Services (GO PLUS) has been 

developed. To administer Corporate Social Responsibility and dovetail expenditure as 

per the developmental priorities of the state, a portal named Government of Odisha – 

CSR Administration and Responsive Engagement (GO CARE) has been developed. 



Odisha is a pioneer in the single window legislation, and the State Government has 

been persistently working towards building of a conducive environment for potential 

investors and existing industries in the State. Towards this, the Government has 

constituted the State Level Single Window Clearance Authority (SLSWCA) and the 

State Level Facilitation Cell (SLFC). Due to these reforms the average time taken for 

project approvals in the State has reduced to an average of 20 days. Post introduction 

of the GO SWIFT portal, in just about 12 months, the State has received  more than 

450 project proposals with proposed investment of INR 69,075 Cr and proposed 

employment for 105,856 people 

 

GO-SWIFT : Across the investment lifecycle 

 

 

 

Future prospective  

Bhubaneswar was ranked No. 1 in the Smart City Challenge conducted by the 

Government of India in 2016. Propelled by continued reforms in public service delivery, 

enhanced citizen amenities and a vision for excellence, a recent global survey has 



ranked Bhubaneswar among the ‘Top 50 Smart City Governments in the world’. The 

Government of Odisha aims at developing the city as a key Economic Hub of India. 

The city has already been recognized in the global arena, not only as an ideal smart 

city, but also as a sporting destination and a hub for creative economy. The city 

recently hosted the 2017 Asian Athletics Championships and the 2018 Men’s Hockey 

World Cup.  

 

The State plans its economic development to be particularly fuelled by its port-led 

development agenda. Given its rich cultural and heritage background, and skilled 

acumen of its people, it also targets to emerge as a global destination for the creative 

industry.  Odisha is an ideal investment destination for industries across sectors and 

is steadily moving like a ‘Juggernaut’ towards becoming a major industrial hub. 

 

  


