


FOR RETAIL CONSUMERS

Awareness Campaigns
A portion of the ITE&C Budget shall be set aside for running an awareness campaign to educate citizens of
the effects of irregular disposal and handling of e-Waste.

Mobile and Web Application
The Government shall set up an application to help citizens dispose e-Waste through the right channels and
raise any other issue with respect to disposal and handling of e-Waste.

Collection Centres

In coordination with the State PCB and GHMC, collection centres shall be established in an appropriate
number in residential areas, commercial complexes, retail outlets, customer care stores, educational and
research institutes etc. These collection centres shall be a part of producers' collection and channelization
plan under EPR. The hazardous waste collected by these centres shall be either sent for recycling, wherever
possible, ortransported to the Hazardous Waste Disposal Facility.

Extended Consumer Responsibility

It takes two hands to clap. The State recognizes the roles played by both producers and consumers to ensure
the effective handling of e-Waste. In this regard, every consumer of electronics products is expected to fulfil
the following duties to ensure products are recycled in an appropriate manner:

« Participate intake-back programs launched by the producers

« Channelize EOL products to authorized collection centres if there is no take-back program

e Ensuree-Waste isn't dumped with regular waste

« Educate fellow consumers on the harmful effects caused by irregular handling of EOL products

-
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FOR THE PRODUCERS OF
ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS

Telangana is witnessing a rapid growth in the manufacturing sector with numerous mobile manufacturers,
Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) and Original Design Manufacturers (ODM) setting shop in the
state. In addition to having bulk consumers from across the nation, these manufacturers record a significant
consumption of manufactured goods within the state. The Government of Telangana, having realized the
immense potential of creating a system of check at the source of production and sale, shall emphasize the
responsibility manufacturers, producers and dealers share. Manufacturers, Producers and Dealers selling
equipment in bulk to any non-individual entity such as a corporate, government office, NGO, NPO, startups,
etc. will be required to take up the responsibility of collecting the equipment back after the stipulated End of
Life (EoL) period. Further, with technology advancing rapidly, there is noticeable reduction in the EolL period.
Individuals and offices are inclined towards continuous upgrading of devices. This further amplifies the
responsibility of the manufacturer, producer and dealer to not only track the new equipment sold but also buy
back or collect old and obsolete equipment. Manufacturers, producers and dealers shall be required to
submit audited statements of equipment sold on an annual basis. These audited statements shall be cross-
checked with audited statements submitted by the corporates, government offices, NGOs, NPOs, startups,
etc. to ensure consistency. These measures, with continued cooperation from the manufacturing sector,
shall lead to effective implementation of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) within the state. According
to the EPR Plan, the phase wise collection target for e-Waste, which can either be in number or weight, shall
be 30% of the quantity of waste generated during the first two years of implementation of rules followed by
40% during third and fourth years, 50% during the fifth and sixth year, and 70% from seventh year onwards.

The Government of Telangana understands that the implementation of EPR has been a challenging task for
manufacturers and producers in the state. Establishment of widely visible collection and disposal channels
has been an uphill task due to a variety of reasons. To overcome these challenges, and to encourage the
setting up of collection and disposal channels, the Government of Telangana shall enter into partnerships
with OEMs and ODMs in the state by providing financial and regulatory assistance.

While establishing a well laid system at source for collection of e-Waste is a defining step, it is also equally
critical to reduce the usage of harmful chemicals and substances used for manufacturing equipment.
Manufacturers with focused efforts on reducing usage of toxic material shall receive additional benefits apart
from those already mentioned in the Electronics Policy 2016. Further, the manufacturer with the best efforts in
this direction shall be recognized by the government on the following State Formation Day.
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Green Warriors

As technology enabled solutions continue to become more and more intertwined with the day to day
processes, the consumption and disposal of hardware is rising incessantly. Itis, hence, imperative to not only
ensure the collection of unused hardware, but also ascertain that every step in the value chain, from
dismantling to recycling or refurbishing, follows the prescribed standards. The Government recognizes the
efforts of every Green Warrior who has been a part of the recycling / refurbishing chain, and has contributed
towards the successful implementation of measures to control e-pollution. Moving forward, the Government
assures extensive support to Green Warriors to recognize their contributions and, also, encourage others to
become a part of these joint efforts.

Collection, Dismantling and Recycling Units

Working at the processing end of electronic waste inadvertently exposes the Green Warriors to hazardous
substances, which could, in a few cases, be life threatening. The Government of Telangana, in coordination
with the State Pollution Control Board and Department of Factories, shall ensure strict adherence to provision
of safety equipment by the processing unit to their staff. Moreover, to encourage establishment of more
e-Waste processing units, the Government shall provide financial assistance to such units for procuring
safety equipment and ensure a healthy set of working conditions. Moving forward, the Government shall
explore the prospects of setting up an SPV to set up e-Waste Parks and a comprehensive material recycling
complex.

Moreover, dismantlers/recyclers/manufacturers shall be required to obtain authorization from the SPCB and
shall ensure that dismantling/recycling/manufacturing processes do not have any adverse effect on the
health of workers or environment. Refurbishers shall be required to obtain one time authorization from SPCB.

Additionally, the Government shall provide performance based financial incentives to the e-Waste
processing units, subject to submission of audited records. Detailed guidelines on eligibility and application
procedure for these incentives can be found in the Operational Guidelines document.

Drive the Shift Towards Refurbishing

While the focus has predominantly been on recycling of unused electrical and electronic equipment, the
Government intends to boost the idea of refurbishing activities in the state. Sale and use of refurbished goods
is the proper way to truly realize the Reduce - Reuse - Recycle motto. In order to drive this shift towards
refurbishing, the Government shall itself come forward as the anchor client by promising a minimum of 20%
of the business to startups and SMEs in electrical and electronic equipment refurbishing.

Further, the Government shall actively encourage every large corporate and academic institution in the state
to prefer local refurbishing establishments. To boost this area, the Government shall also consider bilaterally
- procuring electronic hardware for government schools and colleges from eligible refurbishing enterprises

AT and organizations. Additionally, refurbished goods shall be given a higher preference over newer equipment
in public tendering processes concerning light duty applications.
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Moreover, the Government shall channelize second-grade recycled/refurbished products/components to
State/Centre funded Research Institutes for performing research.

Conversion of Unorganized Sector to Organized Sector

Statistics pertaining to electrical and electronic waste processing point towards the largely unorganized
recycling sector that, in many cases, also engages in hazardous activities such as metal extraction. About
95% of the recycling happens in the unorganized sector. This is a matter of concern primarily because of the
life threatening risks individuals in the sector are exposed to. To curtail the rampant growth of the unorganized
sector, and to provide formal, safer and better opportunities to the unorganized sector employees, the
Government shall focus on the following-

1. Awareness drives - The Government, through collaborations with NGOs, Non-Profits and
Industry Associations shall initiate an awareness drive to educate every employee in the
unorganized sector about the adverse effects on their health due to unsafe practices

2. Absorption into Organized Sector - The Government shall introduce vocational training
programs to rightly skill the current unorganized sector employees to ensure their smoother
transition to working with organized sector recycling and refurbishing units that shall benefit
from this policy. Moreover, the Government shall aim to create strong SHGs and conduct pilot
programs such as providing workers in the unorganized sector with health cards etc. to absorb
them into the organized sector.
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INCENTIVES TO BOOST REFURBISHING
AND RECYCLING
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