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The relentless efforts of the government to 
create a flourishing civil aviation hub in Uttar 
Pradesh has borne fruit. Development of 
civil aviation infrastructure in the state has a 
multiplier effect in boosting air connectivity, 
generating employment opportunities, and 
advancing trade and commerce.

Uttar Pradesh boasts of 9 operational 
airports of which 3 are international airports 
and 6 are domestic airports. The state will 
also witness the coming up of 12 airports of 
which 2 are international airports and 10 are 
domestic airports. The Civil Aviation 
Promotion Policy of Uttar Pradesh is a big 
step towards attracting investment into the 
aviation sector of the state and in turn 
the nation. 

A momentous occasion for civil aviation in 
Uttar Pradesh was marked by the 
inauguration of Kushinagar International 
Airport by Hon’ble Prime Minister on 
October 20, 2021. This will be followed by 
upcoming launch of Asia’s largest airport, 
Noida International Airport in Jewar. 
Seamless connectivity, quick and efficient 
aircraft turnarounds minus the risk to the 
environment is what makes the upcoming 
Noida International Airport in Jewar, truly 
world class. 

The government of Uttar Pradesh is 
currently targeting the completion of 12 

more airports at war footing, including two 
international aerodromes. The progress of 
civil aviation is a reflection of the good 
governance and leadership of the state, 
which is now touching a passenger demand 
of 535.8 million. Besides this, promotion of 
training and development institutions in the 
aviation field is a priority, along with 
strengthening the Maintenance, Repair and 
Overhaul (MRO) facilities in the state.

I congratulate the Strategic Investment 
Research Unit (SIRU) at Invest India who is 
responsible for executing the launch of the 
report on ‘Taking Uttar Pradesh to new 
heights: The Aviation Sector.’ The 
publication will prove to be a helpful 
resource for mapping initiatives and 
stakeholder analysis in the aviation sector of 
Uttar Pradesh.

Foreword

S P Goyal
Additional Chief Secretary, Government 
of Uttar Pradesh
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Broadly divided into military and civil 
aviation, India is the third largest 
domestic aviation market in the world 
with the potential to become the third 
largest by total passengers carried, in 
less than a decade as per industry 
reports. The growth in the civil aviation 
industry in India in the last three years, 
has been unmatched. Contributing USD 
30 Billion (Bn) annually to the country’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the 
aviation industry generates 
employment for 7.5 Million (Mn) people. 

India is expected to overtake China and 
the United States as the world's 
third-largest air passenger market in 
the next ten years, by 2030, according 
to the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA).

India’s passenger traffic stood at 115.37 
Mn in FY21. In March 2021, the average 
daily passenger traffic stood at 
546,702.90. In FY21, freight traffic on 
airports in India was pegged at 2.47 MT 
which has the potential to reach 17 MT 
by FY40. Aircraft movement currently 
stands at 1.20 Mn in FY21. 

Introduction
01
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To cater to the rising air traffic, the 
Government of India has been working 
towards increasing the number of airports. 
As of 2020, India had 153 operational 
airports. The Government of India has been 
working towards increasing the number of 
airports from 153 to 200 by FY40. Further, 
the rising demand in the sector has pushed 
the number of airplanes operating in the 
sector. The number of airplanes is expected 
to reach 1,100 planes by 2027 and 
approximately 2500 planes by 2038.

Currently, the country has 128 operational 
airports including 29 international, 89 
domestic, and 10 custom airports. To meet 
the growing demand for air travel in India, it 
has become imperative to increase the 
capacity of airport infrastructure. To 
augment the airport infrastructure the 
government aims to develop 100 airports by 2024 (under the 
UDAN Scheme) and expects to invest USD 1.83 Bn in the 
development of airport infrastructure by 2026.

T a k i n g  U t t a r  P r a d e s h

- Non-scheduled air transport services 
under the automatic route.

- helicopter services and seaplanes under the 
automatic route.

- MRO for maintenance and repair organizations; 
flying training institutes; and technical training 
institutes under the automatic route.
 
- Ground Handling Services subject to sectoral 
regulations & security clearance under the 
automatic route.

2

100%

11% Passenger traffic growth

15.9% Foreign Tourist Arrival growth

3.6 MMT Total freight traffic (MMT)

14.4% Domestic aircraft movement growth

UP TO

FDI IS PERMITTED IN 
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1. SNAPSHOT OF AVIATION SECTOR IN INDIA

The expenditure of Indian travelers is expected to grow to USD 136 billion by 2021.

India is set to be the 3rd largest and amongst fastest growing aviation markets in the world by 2026.

GDP Civil Aviation industry contributes  USD 30 billion 
annually to India’s GDP

REVENUE USD 1.929 Billion Revenue of Airports Authority 
of India in 2019-20

EMPLOYMENT Aviation industry supports 7.5 million Indian jobs.

PASSENGER TRAFFIC
In 2010, 79 million people traveled to/from/or within India. 
By 2017 that doubled to 158 million. That number is expected 
to treble to 520 million by 2037.

GROWTH PROJECTIONS The nation’s airplane fleet is projected to quadruple in size to 
approximately 2500 airplanes by 2038.

FREIGHT TRAFFIC
Grew at a CAGR of 5.32% during FY16–FY20 from 2.70 MT to 3.33 MT

Expected to grow at a CAGR of 7.27% to reach 4.14 MT in FY23

AIRCRAFT MOVEMENT

Aircraft movement grew at a CAGR of 9.56% from 1.60 
million in FY16 to 2.59 million in FY20

Domestic movement increased at a CAGR of 9.83% 
and international movement expanded at a CAGR of 3.57%.
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FDI inflow in air transport 
sector reached USD 2.75 

Bn between April 
2000-March 2020.

India will need 2,380 
additional commercial 

airplanes by 2038.

125 operational 
airports in India. 

India plans to develop 
100 airports

 by 2024

FDI CARRIER 
DEMAND

AIRPORT
INFRASTRUCTURE

2. AIRPORTS PRIVATIZATION SCENARIO IN INDIA

6 AIRPORTS PRIVATIZED SO FAR

6 AIRPORTS IN THE PIPELINE

AMRITSAR

LUCKNOW

VARANASI

JAIPUR

AHMEDABAD INDORE

BHUBANESHWAR

GUWAHATI

MANGALURU

TRICHY

THRUVANANTHAPURAM PRIVATIZED AIRPORTS

IN PIPELINE TO BE  PRIVATIZED

Under PPP agreement, Adani 
Enterprises awarded 
concessionaire status in 2019. 
Handover of Mangaluru Airport 
and Lucknow Airport to the 
Adani Group completed. Will 
now be followed by 
Ahmedabad Airport.

Airports are being leased out 
for 50 years. 

Apart from these airports, Delhi 
and Mumbai airports have also 
been privatized and 
maintained by GMR and GVK 
respectively.

The government to privatize 
30-35 airports in the next five 
years.

The Airport Authority of India is 
working on the next round of 
privatization in which 06-10 airports 
will be included. 
Six airports have already been 
awarded to the successful bidder 
and the concession agreements 
have been signed.

T a k i n g  U t t a r  P r a d e s h
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Go Air
10.6%

Air India
11.0%

Spicejet
15.9%

Air Asia
10.6%

Other

Indigo

7.4%

47.8%

Vistara
6.4%

Alliance Air
0.5%

Truje
T 0.2%

Air India Express
0.2%

Other Airlines*
0.1%

JET AIRWAYS,STAR AIR, 
JET LITE, AIR HERITAGE, 
PAWAN HANS, 
AIR DECCAN
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Situated in north-central part of India, 
Uttar Pradesh is bordered by the state of 
Uttarakhand and the country of Nepal to 
the north, the state of Bihar to the east, 
the states of Jharkhand and 
Chhattisgarh to the southeast, the state 
of Madhya Pradesh to the south, and the 
states of Rajasthan and Haryana and the 
national capital territory of Delhi to the 
west.

Home to 17.22% of India’s population, 
Uttar Pradesh ranks number 2 in the 
Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) 2019 
state ranking as per Business Reform 
Action Plan (BRAP). This improvement in 
ranking can be testified by Uttar 
Pradesh’s exemplary performance in not 
only implementing notable reforms like 
Nivesh Mitra – single window system, 
but also attracting big names like 
PepsiCo, Von Wellx, IKEA, and AB Mauri 
among others, bringing in huge 
investments. 

Having its economy primarily driven by 
agriculture, the state is witnessing a 
substantial upsurge in industrial 
manufacturing. Sectors that substantially 
contribute to the state's overall industrial 
output include electronics sector, 
information technology (IT), tourism, 
fabricated metals, textiles and apparel, 
handlooms and handicrafts, 
biotechnology leather-based and 
sports goods industries, food 
processing/products and petroleum. 
High livestock population in the state 
makes it one of the leading producers of 
leather products. The state is also a 
leader in milk production and multiple 
food and horticulture crops such as 
wheat, sugarcane, potato, and mango.

ADVANTAGE UTTAR PRADESH

Top growth cities include Noida, 
Lucknow, Agra, Meerut, Ghaziabad, 
Kanpur, Gorakhpur, Varanasi, Jhansi

Highest number of Million+ 
Urban-Agro agglomeration 
in India

Being India’s 2nd largest economy, 
State’s GSDP has grown 10 percent 
in last 3 years (2017-18 to 2019-20)

UP categorised as “Achiever State” 
on implementing ‘Ease of Doing Business’ 
reforms.

IntroductionUttar Pradesh - the emerging economic powerhouse and hub of connectivity
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Being a landlocked state, Uttar Pradesh 
boasts extensive connectivity through its 
6 expandable to 8 lane expressways, 
linking national capital to provide a huge 
market for products and services. Apart 
from the upcoming Asia’s largest 
international airport at Jewar, investors 
find the government’s hand holding 
process and time-bound clearances 
without procedural delays as a 
significant cause for choosing Uttar 
Pradesh as the right destination to do 
business.

Uttar Pradesh is also undergoing a 
major transformation in terms of 
infrastructure. Falling under the 
influence area of key industrial corridors 
such as North-South and East-West 
(NS-EW) Corridor, the state has built 
several expressways and highways 
providing the last mile connectivity to 
the most remote parts of the country. 
There are 12 major rivers that pass 
through the state, including the Ganges, 
on which the first inland waterways is 
being created. Noida-Greater Noida 
region in the state is home to eight 
operational IT SEZs and will receive 
more impetus to become a global 
investment hub with the upcoming 
Jewar airport. The state has the highest 
number of cities identified under the 
Smart Cities Mission of the government.

Uttar Pradesh emphasizes promoting 
domestic entrepreneurship and 
employment opportunities across large, 
medium and small enterprises both 
urban and rural with a rich resource base 
and a favourable demographic dividend 
(56 percent of its population size under 
working age group) setup. The state saw 
over 143,000 MSMEs and heavy 
industrial units setup their base during 
the 12th five-year plan. Classified among 
India's top five manufacturing states, 
Uttar Pradesh has the highest number of 

MSMEs, 9 Million in number.

Logistics Performance 
Index (2019)- 9th Rank

Amongst Top 5 exporting states 
of India registering highest export 
growth of 18percent year on year (2019) & 
State’s contribution to India’s 
Exports (FY 19): 4.8 percent

 

More than 20,000 acres of ready to 
move industrial land bank

number of micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSME) in India. 
14.2percent of total

#1 

milk-producer 
in India

#1 

producer of foodgrains in India 
(FY 18) 18.5 percent of total 

#1 
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1,000 miles of inland waterways 
opening up South east Asian market

fabric producer
#3

silk producer in India 
#5

state for manufacturing. No. 
of Factories in State (FY 18): 15,830

#5

producer of thermal power
#3

producer of 
hydel power

#2 

producer of leather 
products in India

#2

The state has also been a 
torchbearer of formulating and 
implementing attractive policies 
to promote industrial growth, 
bringing in investments and 
ensuring sustainable 
development. The Industrial 
Investments and Employment 
Promotion Policy 2017 is an 
umbrella policy providing 
attractive incentives to all 
industries irrespective of sector 
offering a range of incentives on 
land, capital, transport, 
infrastructure interest, so on and 
so forth. The state government 
has come up with specific 
policies for 20+ sectors and 
accorded the highest priority to 
preserving, reviving and 
popularizing local arts and crafts 
by formulating a landmark 
program of ‘One District, One 
Product’ (ODOP) scheme. ODOP 
acquires further significance and 
relevance in the context of the 
pioneering campaign launched 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
called the “Aatma Nirbhar Bharat 
Abhiyan” aiming to strengthen the 
domestic industries and making 
India self-reliant.

Making a significant jump of 12 
positions in the EoDB state 
rankings, Uttar Pradesh, the 
heartland of India, has managed 
to defy all odds amidst the 
pandemic. People, process, 
technology, and resources have 
been the hallmark of 
e-Governance practice by the 
Government of Uttar Pradesh 
which has not only increased the 
revenue by checking the 
loopholes and making the system 
transparent but also reduced the 
cost of administration for the 
state government.
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75 Universities ,4000+colleges, 125,000+ 
ITI seats and world class institutes 
like IIT-K, IIT-BHU, IIM-L etc.

Around 1120 miles of 6 lane,
expandable to 8 lane
expressways and 10,000 
miles of railway network

9 operational airports (3 international airports, 
6 domestic airports ) 12 upcoming airports 
(2 international airports, 10 domestic airports)

Upcoming world class international 
airport city at Jewar about 1.50hrs 
drive from the capital

• India’s Largest consumer base with 230 million population 
(16.5 percent of total Indian population) (Census 2011) 
• Rapidly urbanising, UP is India’s 2nd largest urban state (11.7 
percent of India’s urban population); 28percent growth in urban 
population (Census 2001- 2011)
• 7 percent growth in Per capita income in last 3years (2017-18 to 
2019-20)
• Hosts seven cities with 1 million plus and seven others with 
over 0.5 million plus population

CONSUMPTION METRICS
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Aviation Sector in Uttar Pradesh
India is the third largest 
domestic aviation market in 
the world with the potential 
to become the third largest 
by total passengers carried 
and leading this growth 
journey is the state of Uttar 
Pradesh.
From the year 1947 to 2015, 
only two airports were 
functional in Uttar Pradesh. 
While Lucknow and Varanasi 
were main destinations and 
handled regular crowd, the 
airports at Agra and 
Gorakhpur seldom had flights 
before 2017. The state will 
soon have five international 
airports, the maximum in the 
country. In just three years, 
five other airports including 
Gorakhpur, Hindan, Agra, 
Prayagraj and now Bareilly 
have become functional in 
Uttar Pradesh.

The state government is 
focusing on the ‘Civil Aviation 
Promotion Policy’, as a means 
to attract investment into 
tourism of the state. Dream 
airport projects - two 
international aerodromes, the 
upcoming Jewar International 
airport (Nodia) and the 
recently inaugurated 
Khushinagar International 
airport by Honorable 
Prime Minister are going to 
be one of the top choices for 
tourists, taking off the load 
form the Indra Gandhi 
International airport (IGIA), 
New Delhi. The Uttar Pradesh 

government’s move to 
promote 11 new airport (along 
with 12 new airports 
aerodromes) is being praised 
for its futuristic vision and its 
modern-day facilities. The 
idea is that the capital city 
Lucknow, should have 
connectivity with almost 75 
cities is a great step in the 
direction of balanced 
development of districts.

Uttar Pradesh, the largest 
state in India in terms of 
population has allotted INR 
2,307 crore for the civil 
aviation sector while 
compared to INR 347 crores 
in 2016. 

In the year 2017, only 04 
airports (Lucknow, Varanasi, 
Gorakhpur and Agra) were 
functional within the state 
and a total of 25 destinations 
(15 from Lucknow, 8 from 
Varanasi, 1 from Gorakhpur, 1 
from Agra) were connected 
by air services.

Now, Uttar Pradesh boasts 
of 9 operational airports of 
which 3 are international 
airports and 6 are domestic 
airports. The state will also 
witness the coming up of 12 
airports of which 2  are 
international airports and 10 
are domestic airports. 

STATE BUDGET
ALLOCATION
TO THE CIVIL

AVIATION
SECTOR

3000 INR crores

INR crores

INR crores

INR crores

2000

1000

2016 2021
0
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At present 09 airports have become 
functional from which total 74 
destinations (21 from Lucknow, 20 from 
Varanasi, 8 from Gorakhpur, 5 from 
Agra, 11 from Prayagraj, 4 from Kanpur 
Nagar, 2 from Hindon, 3 from Bareilly) 
Services are available. In addition, 
Kushinagar International Airport is 
now functional after inauguration by 
Hon'ble Prime Minister. 

In all, flights are available for 59 national 
and 12 international destinations from 
Uttar Pradesh 09 airports. 

In 2019, the domestic passenger growth 
rate was at whopping 19.6 per cent. 
Leading the domestic market in aviation 
is Uttar Pradesh. Thus, the state has 
invested INR 2307 crores in the civil 
aviation sector for upgrading the air 
strips as well as developing aerodromes 
in the upcoming three-years. The vision 
is to open the defence airbase for civil 
use, reducing the distance on various air 
routes and making 50 airbases available 
operational under the UDAN scheme 
reforms.

Civil Airports

State Government Airstrips

Airforce Airstrips

New Airstrips (Under Construction)

AVIATION MAP OF UTTAR PRADESH
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1. NATIONAL AVIATION POLICY

Make flying affordable & convenient for masses

An hour-long flight fare to be INR 2,500/ pax on regional 
routes to Tier 2 and Tier 3  cities

"Open Sky" ASA with SAARC & other countries located 
>5,000 kms from Delhi

Signed "open sky" ASA's with Japan, Greece, Jamaica, 
Guyana, Czech Republic, Finland, Spain & Sri Lanka

"Hybrid till" airport tariff model
30% of non-aero revenues to cross-subsidize aero 
charges
Enhance non-aero revenues through better utilize 
commercial city side land advantage

Propel airports 
development

Five years of domestic operations clause to fly overseas - 
scrapped

Airlines allowed to fly overseas, if they deploy 20 aircrafts 
or 20% of total capacity, whichever is higher for domestic 
operations

0/20 rule to provide 
level playing field

Foreign aircraft brought to India for MRO work will be 
allowed to stay for the entire period of maintenance or up 
to 6 months, whichever is lesser 

MRO Sector Focus 

UDAN-RCS 
(Regional 
Connectivity 
Scheme)

BTR (Bilateral 
Traffic Rights)

IntroductionPolicy Landscape for Aviation Sector in India and Uttar Pradesh
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2.   NIRMAN POLICY 

Over next 10 
years, 
investments to 
be made for 
airport 
upgradation

Investments to 
be made both 
by the private 
sector and the 
state-owned 
Airports 
Authority of 
India (AAI)

Estimated investment

By 2027

-Expand 
airport 
capacity by 
five times

-Develop 100 
airports in India

-Carry out one 
billion air trips/ 
year

10-year target

GoI to take initiatives for 
NABH Nirman success

-Revise regulatory 
framework for airports

-Look at multiple 
aerodromes in metro 
cities

-Forging state 
partnerships; 
strengthening AAI; 
boosting ANS (air 
navigation system); work 
out financing options for 
viable & non-viable 
airports

Challenges 

-AAI to bid & 
mandate capital 
expenditure 
(capex) decisions

-AAI to look at 
issuing masala 
bonds, raising 
debt, & tapping 
the bond market, 
both in India and 
abroad to start 
work capex works 
worth ~Rs. 200 bn

AAI role in NABH 
scheme
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3.  GIFT CITY ADVANTAGES FOR THE AVIATION SECTOR 

The aircraft leasing and financing businesses 

are operated from the

International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) 

and GIFT City provides the off-shore 

status for financial services.

Global financial and IT hub with an 
integrated development making this city 
a “Walk to Work”  City

Conducive Multi-Service SEZ (Special 
Economic Zone) and an exclusive 
Domestic Area

Located on the bank of river Sabarmati 
connecting the Business capital 
(Ahmedabad) and Political capital 
(Gandhinagar) of Gujarat

3.1. Aircraft leasing

Capital gains on the transfer of aircraft leased 
by an IFSC unit to a domestic company eligible for 100% deduction.

Income by way of royalty on account of lease rentals paid to foreign entities exempt 
from tax.

Aircraft leasing unit in IFSC shall commence operations on or before 31 March 2024.

T a k i n g  U t t a r  P r a d e s h



15

100% tax 
exemption for 
10 consecutive 
years out of 15 
years 

MAT / AMT 9% 
of book profits 
applies to 
Company / 
others setup as 
a unit in IFSC. 
MAT not 
applicable to 
companies in 
IFSC opting for 
new tax regime. 

From 01 April 
2020, dividend 
income 
distributed by 
Company in 
IFSC to be taxed 
in the hands of 
the shareholder. 

No GST on 
services - 
provided to 
IFSC / SEZ units 

GST applicable 
on services 
provided to DTA

State Subsidies 
- Lease rental, 
PF contribution, 
electricity 
charges 

Tax 
Income

Goods 
and 
Services
Tax

Other 
taxes 
and 
Duties

• Interest income paid to 
non-residents 
- Monies lent to IFSC 
units not taxable. 
- Long Term Bonds & 
Rupee Denominated 
Bonds listed on IFSC 
exchanges taxable at 
lower rate of 4% 

• Transfer of specified 
securities listed on IFSC 
exchanges by a 
non-resident or 
Category III AIF located 
in IFSC not treated as 
transfer - Gains accruing 
not chargeable to tax in 
India. 

• Specified securities 
include Bond, GDR, 
Foreign currency 
denominated bond, 
Rupee-denominated 
bond of an Indian 
company, Derivatives, 
Unit of a Mutual Fund. 
Unit of a business trust, 
Unit of Alternative 
Investment Fund and 
Foreign currency 
denominated equity 
share of a company 

No GST on transactions 
carried out in IFSC 
exchanges

Exemption from 
STT,CTT, stamp duty in 
respect of transactions 
carried out on IFSC 
exchanges

3.2. Tax incentive available in GIFT city

T o  N e w  H e i g h t s
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The rise in demand for air 
travel in India has 
necessitated the 
development of a robust 
ecosystem and supportive 
government policies.

Through the National Civil 
Aviation Policy 2016 
(NCAP) the government 
plans to take flying to the 
masses by enhancing 
affordability and 
connectivity. It promotes 
ease of doing business, 
deregulation, simplified 
procedures, and 
e-governance.

The Regional 
Connectivity Scheme or 
UDAN (‘Ude Desh ka Aam 
Nagrik’) is a vital 
component of NCAP 2016. 
The scheme plans to 
enhance connectivity to 
India's unserved and 
under-served airports and 
envisages to make air 
travel affordable and 
widespread. Under the 
scheme, airfare for a one 
hour journey of 500 km 
has been capped at INR 
2,500, as an all inclusive 
charge.

The National Civil 
Aviation Policy (NCAP) 
significantly covers the 
MRO industry and 
specifically focuses on 
easing the pain points that 
have traditionally 
impacted the Indian 
aviation sector. In April 
2020, the Goods and 
Services Tax for MRO 

services rendered locally 
was reduced from 18% to 
5%. The ‘place of supply’ 
for B2B MRO services was 
changed to the ‘location 
of recipient’, enabling 
Indian MRO facilities to 
claim zero-rating (i.e., 
export status) under GST 
laws on MRO services 
rendered to prime 
contractor/OEM located 
outside India. 

This has been an 
extremely crucial policy 
amendment as it will 
encourage global 
participation in the Indian 
aviation sector by allowing 
foreign MRO operators to 
subcontract MRO work to 
Indian entities without any 
extra tax liability.

Production Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) Scheme
The Central Government 
under the leadership of 
Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi has 
approved the Produc-
tion-Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme for drones and 
drone components. The 
PLI scheme comes as a 
follow-through of the 
liberalised Drone Rules, 
2021 released by the 
Central Government on 25 
August 2021. The PLI 
scheme and new drone 
rules are intended to 
catalyse super-normal 
growth in the upcoming 
drone sector.
INR 120crore scheme 
outlay
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NOTIFICATION DATE
24 AUGUST, 2017 

- DANIEL BIRCHER,
   CEO OF ZURICH AIRPORT

Uttar Pradesh becomes an untapped state 
when it comes to Civil Aviation providing 
an immense amount of scope for 
development. At present, there are 3 
international airports at Lucknow, Varanasi 
and Kushinagar, 6 domestic airports and 12 
upcoming regional airports. Air Cargo 
traffic is growing at 1800 Mn tons of freight,  
handled by Lucknow and Varanasi in 
2019-20. Apart from the ambitious 
upcoming Jewar airport and the recently 
inaugurated Kushinagar International 
Airport projects, the state has 4th highest 
number of helipads at 68 in India.

Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) of 
Union Government under Ude Desh ka 
Aam Nagrik (UDAN) is greatly building the 
state’s aviation sector as 7 projects at 
Aligarh, Azamgarh, Moradabad, Shravasti, 
Chitrakoot, Sonbhadra and Jhansi are 
under progress in Phase 1 and Phase 2 
whereas 4 new projects at Meerut, 
Saharanpur, Ayodhya and Ghazipur are 
identified under RCS phase 3. The policy 
provides support for development of air 
cargo hubs and fulfillment centers 
along with facilitating the growth of 
Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) 
companies in the state.

We are happy to work in Uttar Pradesh as this 
region has huge potential to explore. This region 
has infrastructure, traffic and a big catchment 
area

PASSENGER TRAFFIC FOR 2019-20

AGRA
16,735

KANPUR (CHAKERI)
212017

GORAKHPUR
665703 

VARANASI
3010702

PRAYAGRAJ
414064 

LUCKNOW
5433757

CIVIL AVIATION PROMOTION POLICY OF UP 2017
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FEATURES OF CIVIL AVIATION POLICY 2017

1. VAT on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) for 10 years for RCS airports
 • Zero for 01 year for connecting non-RCS airports in UP with non-RCS airports 
outside U.P.
 • Zero for 01 year for connecting non-RCS airports within U.P.

2. Viability Gap Funding (for 50% of total seat) @ 20% State Share as per RCS

3. Electricity @ INR 4/unit up to 30000 units

4. Reimbursement of S-GST on sale of air tickets 
 • 100% reimbursement for 3 years for RCS flights
 • 100% reimbursement for 1 year for new flights in connecting non-RCS airports 
within U.P.

5. Zero charges for airport parking/night halt at RCS airports (for 3 years) at GoUP 
Airports

6. Office space (100 sqm) for airlines at GoUP RCS airports @ Zero Rental (for 3 years) at 
GoUP Airports

7. Route Navigation & Facilitation Charges (RNFC) @ 50% of RNFC (up to INR 2000 (USD 
27.78)) will be reimbursed on RCS airports or flights connecting divisional headquarters 
(for 3 years)

OBJECTIVES OF CIVIL AVIATION POLICY 2017

To create a conducive business environment, provide adequate incentives for the 
development of robust civil aviation infrastructure and to aid in attracting 
investments to realize the untapped potential in the aviation sector.

To improve the air connectivity through development of new routes under RCS by 
providing incentives and also to facilitate inter-connectivity of non-RCS airports of 
U.P. To realize the full potential of tourism by linking major state tourist destinations 
with rest of India and the world. To facilitate trade and generation of employment 
opportunities.

To give a boost to agro-exports, other perishable goods, manufacturing and 
e-commerce businesses in UP by supporting the development of air cargo hubs and 
fulfillment centers. To support the growth of aviation sector by developing human 
resource and generate direct, indirect and induced employment opportunities in the 
sector. To facilitate the growth of Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) facilities 
in the state.
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Under the policy, flying clubs and academies selected by the Civil Aviation Department 
in 13 air strips in the state will be allowed to conduct training programmes at hangars 
and buildings. 

POLICY ON USE OF AIRSTRIPS FOR TRAINING PROGRAMMES
AND FLYING CLUBS/ACADEMIES IN THE FIELD OF AVIATION

Akbarpur
(Ambedkar Nagar district),

Andhau
(Ghazipur), 

Shravasti, 

Farrukhabad, 

Dhanipur
(Aligarh), 

Amhat 
Sultanpur), 

Myorpur
(Sonbhadra), 

Saifai
(Etawah), 

Palia
(Kheri), 

Jhansi, 

Rasulabad
(Kanpur Dehat), 

Azamgarh 

Chitrakoot.

PLANNING FOR HUMAN RESOURCE FOR UP AIRBASES
Growth in civil aviation industry will call upon 
for more trained work force including pilots, 
aircraft maintenance engineers, cabin crew, IT 
and support service professionals, airport 
related professionals etc. State government 
will promote aviation related courses in 
premier institutes / universities in Uttar 
Pradesh. For example, IITs, NIT and universities 
like Lucknow, Allahabad, Aligarh, Agra, BHU, 
Rohilkhand, Meerut will be ideal to generate 
skilled work force and professionals for civil 
aviation sector. Uttar Pradesh training institutes 
and colleges can provide skilled and trained 
work force for other states as well.

At present, Uttar Pradesh caters to Indira 
Gandhi Rashtriya Uran Akademi (IGRUA) in 
Amethi and six other private flying training 
academies (3 at Aligarh, 1 at Faizabad, 
Sultanpur and Kanpur) and are conducting 
Commercial Pilot License (CPL) courses 

approved by Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA).

Also, Uttar Pradesh is home to the 
Aeronautical Training Institute (ATI) at 
Lucknow, which is a state owned entity. It 
provides diploma courses for AME in Airframe 
& Engine, avionics, helicopter operations and 
power plant trainees. This is also a futuristic 
necessity in expansion of civil aviation in Uttar 
Pradesh.

1. 8.

2. 9.

3. 10.

4.

5.

6.

7.

11.

12.

13.
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LUCKNOW 

Brief description

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

Chaudhary Charan Singh Airport is an international 
airport situated in Lucknow, the capital city of Uttar 
Pradesh. It is situated in the Amausi area of the city 
and was earlier known as Amausi Airport. It was later 
renamed in 2008 after Chaudhary Charan Singh, the 
fifth prime minister of India. Presently, the airport is 
being operated under PPP model by Adani Lucknow 
International Airport Lucknow.

The airport is connected to Lucknow by Lucknow 
Metro, Road Transport as well as Railways. The Red 
Line metro station of Chaudhary Charan Singh 
International Airport metro station is the airport 
terminus. The airport is also very well connected 
through Lucknow-Kanpur national highway, outer 
ring road of Saheed Path and connected with main 
railway station & bus station of Lucknow city.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

As on 31st  March, 2021, Lucknow had flights for 
21 National and International Destinations

Passenger handling 
capacity

13.6 MPPA (Million passengers per annum)

Operating model PPP Model

Financial model Revenue INR 171 per passenger to AAI by ALIAL

Achievements
It is being operated with 2 terminal 
buildings. Third terminal is under 
construction. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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VARANASI 

Brief 
description

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

Lal Bahadur Shastri Airport is an international airport 
located at Babatpur, 26 km northwest of Varanasi. 
Formerly known as Varanasi Airport, it was officially 
renamed after Lal Bahadur Shastri, the 2nd Prime 
Minister of India, in October 2005. It is India's 
18th-busiest airport in terms of passenger movement 
and second-busiest airport in Uttar Pradesh. The 
airport is awarded as the best airport in Asia-Pacific in 
2020 (2 to 5 million passengers per annum) by 
Airports Council International.

In a major boost to tourism, a new road avoiding 
congested areas will now be constructed to link 
Sarnath with Ring Road, which provides connectivity 
with Lal Bahadur Shastri International Airport as well 
as all the major highways, including 
Varanasi-Lucknow Highway (NH-56) and 
Varanasi-Ghazipur Highway (NH-29). 

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

In Varanasi, flights were available for one 
international and seven national destinations 
which have gone up to 20 National and 
International Destinations. 

4.5 MPPA (Million Passengers Per Annum)Passenger handling 
capacity

Operating model Operated by AAI (Public Sector Undertaking)

Achievements An integrated terminal serves both domestic and 
international flights, with a floor area of 3,900 square 
metres (42,000 square feet). The terminal features 16 
check-in counters with CUTE (Common-User Terminal 
Equipment), four immigration counters that double up 
as emigration counters, and two baggage-claim belts. 
Besides an upper-level seating area for the 
aero-bridge gates, the terminal features a ground-level 
gate to reach other aircraft on the apron on foot, or via 
shuttle bus. The apron can simultaneously park five 
narrow-body aircraft. The waiting area features 
essential services for the passengers, besides snack 
stalls, a travellers' convenience store, a bookstore with 
a newsstand, and stores selling merchandise 
indigenous to Varanasi, such as Banarasi Saris; and a 
VIP waiting lounge.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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KUSHINAGAR

Brief 
description

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airport is situated at Kasia in Kushinagar, the 
Mahaparinirvana Sthali of Lord Buddha. Earlier the airport 
has a small airstrip belongs to State Government. 
Thereafter, the Government has decided to 
develop/upgrade the airstrip into an International Airport. 
The airport is developed in FY 2020-21 and inaugurated on 
20th October 2021. It is located 52 kilometres (32 mi) east of 
Gorakhpur Airport, 47 kilometres (29 mi) east of Gorakhpur, 
34 kilometres (21 mi) north of Deoria, 60 kilometres (37 mi) 
southwest of Bettiah and 64 kilometres (40 mi) west of 
Gopalganj. In August 2021, the airport was licensed to 
operate as a customs notified airport, facilitating the 
movement of international passengers and Buddhist 
pilgrims. In June 2020, the airport was awarded international 
status to attract Buddhist pilgrims. In February 2021, the 
airport received all necessary clearances from the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to be recognized 
as the international airport, becoming the third international 
airport in Uttar Pradesh after Lucknow and Varanasi.

The airport is surrounded by Mahaparinirvana Temple, 
Buddhist Temple, Wat Thai Temple and many other 
temples and tourist places.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

Passenger 
handling 
capacity

Operating model

Financial model

Achievements

Progress so far

To be connected soon

The airport terminal building has 300 peak 
hour passengers. 

Operated by AAI (Public Sector Undertaking)

Operated by AAI (Public Sector Undertaking)

The state government has developed the airport 
with an expenditure of around INR 250 Crores. 

The airport is ready for operations.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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A momentous occasion for civil aviation in Uttar Pradesh. The fruits of the labour of the last four 
and a half years culminated on 20th October 2021, when the Hon’ble Prime Minister inaugurated 
the Kushinagar International Airport during Abhidhamma Day celebrations at Kushinagar, stating 
that it would boost the aviation sector and help increase international tourism from Buddhist 
pilgrims around the world.
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AYODHYA

Brief 
description

The airport is situated at Ayodhya district, the 
birth place of Lord Sri Ram. There is a small 
airport which belongs to state government. The 
Government has decided to develop/upgrade 
the airstrip for B777-300 type of aircraft. The 
airstrip will be developed by AAI in three 
phases. Ayodhya Airport, proposed to rename as 
Maryada Purushottam Shriram International 
Airport, is an upcoming international airport in 
Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh that will be upgraded 
from the existing government airstrip. The 
existing government airstrip is situated between 
the NH 27 and NH 330 at Sultanpur Naaka, 
Ayodhya, in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. The 
State Government signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) in February 2014 for the development of the 
airport in three phases. As per the compilation 
report, in the first phase, the airport would be 
made available for A-321 aircraft and will be 
upgraded for operations of B 777-300 type 
aircraft in the second phase.

Operating 
model

Will be operated by AAI (Public Sector 
Undertaking). In 2014, the Ayodhya Airport was 
handed over by the Government of Uttar 
Pradesh to AAI to be developed as full-fledged 
airport along with three others (Meerut, 
Moradabad and Ayodhya) by the approval of 
Uttar Pradesh cabinet. The Government of Uttar 
Pradesh is providing extra land free of cost for 
the further expansion and for the construction 
of a terminal.

Financial 
model

Land purchase & OLS Removal – State 
government Development works – AAI

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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AYODHYA

Achievements

Progress so far

Necessary funds released to District 
Administration for land purchase & OLS removal. 

On 26th January 2021, the State Cabinet approved an amount of approximately 
INR 426 Crore for purchase of additional land for the expansion and development 
of Ayodhya Airport. On 26th February 2021, the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
Government of India and Airports Authority of India approved the proposal of 
around INR 250 Crore for the development of Ayodhya International Airport. 

Around 320 acres of land purchased (near about 
land has been purchased for Phase -1). AAI to 
develop the airport.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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JEWAR

Brief 
description

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

Strategically located JEWAR (YEIDA), (YEIDA) at District 
Gautam Buddh Nagar 
• about 72 Km from IGI Airport, New Delhi
• about 40 km from  Noida
• 28 km from Greater Noida
• about 130 Km from Agra
• about 40 Km from Multi-modal Logistic Hub (Dadri)
• 40 Km from Faridabad
• 65 Km from Gurugram
• 40 Km  from Ghaziabad
• 45 Km from Aligarh

With excellent approach roads in all directions
• 100 meter wide Yamuna Expressway Connecting 
Greater Noida to Agra
• 100 meter wide Eastern peripheral Expressway, passing 
through Yamuna Expressway at Formula One Track, 
connecting Palwal, Manesar, Ghazaibad, Bhagpat, 
Meerut.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 

The development of "Noida International Airport" at 
Jewar in Gautam Budh Nagar district is being done by 
the State Government on PPP mode. Necessary 
NoCs/clearances have been obtained for the project.   
The Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development 
Authority (YEIDA) will be the implementing agency on 
behalf of the government of Uttar Pradesh. The 
proposed plan is to build a two runway airport by 2024, 
and at a future date, to expand it into a 7,200 acres 
(2,900 ha) 6-runway airport. 
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JEWAR

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

Passenger 
handling 
capacity

Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata

• 100 meter wide Proposed Expressway Palwal to 
Khurja (south side)
• 130 meter wide road to NOIDA via Greater Noida 
(east side)

12 MPPA (planned in Phase-1)  According to the 
proposed plan, the airport will handle 5 million 
passengers per annum (MPA) initially and up to 
60 MPA to 120 MPA, after its expansion over a 
period of 30 years.

Cargo handling 
capacity

0.75 MT (planned in Phase-1)

Operating 
model

PPP Model

Financial 
model

Revenue INR 400 per passenger to NIAL by YIAPL

Achievements For development of Noida International Airport, 
“Zurich Airport International AG” has been 
selected as Developer through Global E-Tender 
process. Concession agreement, state support 
agreement, shareholder agreement, license 
memorandum have been signed with the 
developer.

Progress so far Land purchased and all the formalities have 
been completed to start the development work 
by developer.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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India's largest airport
With six runways, once all its expansions are completed, it will be India's largest 
airport and among the world's largest airports. Only the Chicago–O'Hare and the 
Dallas/Fort Worth are larger, with eight and seven runways respectively. Other 
existing airports with six runways are Amsterdam, Detroit, Boston and Denver. As of 
September 2019, with three runways, the Indira Gandhi International Airport has the 
highest number of runways of any airport in India.

The first meeting with 
Zurich International Airport 
AG regarding the Master Plan of 
Noida International Airport at 
Jewar took place in Lok Bhawan, 
Lucknow on 4th February 2020.

The Concession 
Agreement for the Noida 
International Greenfield 
Airport, Jewar was signed 
on 7th October 2020 with 
the SPV of Zurich Airport 
International AG. 
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Hon'ble Chief Minister, Uttar 
Pradesh approved the 
name of the new upcoming 
International  Airport at 
Jewar as 'Noida International 
Airport' and its logo with 
the state bird 'Saras', 
symbolizing new heights of 
growth being achieved in 
the state.
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"We're bringing much-needed aviation infrastructure to one of the 
world's largest metropolitan areas" The Noida International Airport will 
be a showpiece airport. It will be, claimed Daniel Bircher, CEO of Zurich 
Airport International Asia and MD of Yamuna International Airport 
Pvt Ltd, a perfect amalgamation of Indian design, technology and 
hospitality combined with Swiss quality and efficiency.

The State Support Agreement for 
Noida International Airport, Jewar 
was signed between the State 
Government of Uttar Pradesh, 
Yamuna International Airport 
Private Limited and Noida 
International Airport Limited in the 
gracious presence of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh on 
1st March 2021.

NIAL has granted leave, license 
and Right of Way for 1316 Ha of 
land for the development of 

Noida International Airport to 
YIAPL, an SPV of Zurich Airport 
AG on 31st July 2021 
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The Substitution Agreement and 
Escrow Agreement related to 
Noida International Airport were 
signed on 10th August 2021 
between NIAL and YIAPL. 
Another important milestone in 
the development of the Airport 
which will become a game 
changer in the years to come.



34 T a k i n g  U t t a r  P r a d e s h

GORAKHPUR

Brief 
description

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airport belongs to IAF having civil 
dispersal to cater civil operations. 

Gorakhpur Airport is located at a distance of 7 
kilometers from Gorakhpur Railway Station on 
the Gorakhpur-Kushinagar Highway (NH-28).

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

08 destinations are connected.

Operating 
model Operated by IAF/AAI.

Achievements
Before 2017, only one destination was 
connected from Gorakhpur to Delhi. 
Currently, the airport offers flights for eight 
destinations.

Progress so far The airport is functional. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 

13th April 2021 - Another milestone 
for Gorakhpur Airport. It has been 
connected directly to Ahmedabad
via a SpiceJet flight.
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PRAYAGRAJ 

Brief 
description

The airport is situated at Bamrauli in 
Prayagraj district of Uttar Pradesh. It is an 
IAF airport having civil dispersal to cater 
civil operations. 

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

11 destinations are connected.

0.03 MPPAPassenger handling 
capacity

Operating model Operated by IAF/AAI.

Financial model Land purchase & OLS Removal – state 
government development works – AAI

Achievements

Progress so far

With the support of state government, AAI 
has developed a new civil terminal in 2018.

The airport is functional. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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HINDAN 

Brief 
description

Hindan Airport is a civil enclave in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, 
operated by the Airports Authority of India at Hindan Air 
Force Station of the Indian Air Force. It is the second 
commercial airport in the Delhi NCR after Indira Gandhi 
International Airport. The airport was primarily built to handle 
flights operating under the Government's regional 
connectivity scheme.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

02 destinations are connected.

300 passengers an hourPassenger handling 
capacity

Operating model Operated by IAF/AAI.

Financial model Land purchase & OLS Removal – state government
development works – AAI

Achievements With the support of state government, AAI has 
developed a new civil terminal in 2019.

Progress so far The airport is functional. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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BAREILLY

Brief 
description

The airport belongs to IAF having civil 
dispersal to cater civil operations. 

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

03 destinations are connected.

300 passengers an hourPassenger 
handling capacity

Operating model Operated by IAF/AAI.

Financial model Land purchase & OLS Removal – state government
development works – AAI

Achievements

Progress so far

With the support of state government, AAI has 
developed a new civil terminal in 2019.

The airport is functional. 

8th March 2021 - Welcomed the 
first commercial civil flight at Bareilly 
Airport, an Alliance Air flight from 
New Delhi.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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KANPUR

Brief 
description

The airport belongs to IAF having civil 
dispersal to cater civil operations. 

Number of 
destinations 
it connects

04 destinations are connected.

Operating model Operated by IAF/AAI.

Financial model Land purchase & OLS Removal – state 
government development works – AAI

Achievements

Progress so far

With the support of state government, 
AAI is developing a new civil terminal.

The airport is functional and after 2017 flights 
(connected destinations) increased from 0 to 4.

Kanpur Airport 
(under construction 
Terminal Building)

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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InvestorsAGRA

Brief 
description

The airport belongs to IAF having civil 
dispersal to cater civil operations. 

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

05 destinations are connected.

Operating model Operated by IAF/AAI.

Financial model Land purchase & OLS Removal – state 
government development works – AAI

Achievements

Progress so far

The state government has purchased 50 acre 
land for the development of a new civil terminal 
and the same has been handed over to AAI. 
Terminal building to be developed by AAI.

The airport is functional with old civil 
terminal. After 2017 flights (connected 
destinations) increased from 0 to 5. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 



40 T a k i n g  U t t a r  P r a d e s h

SAHARANPUR

Brief 
description The airport belongs to IAF.

Operating model Operated by IAF/AAI.

Achievements The state government has purchased 64 acre land for the 
development of a new civil terminal to cater civil 
operations & the same has been handed over to AAI. 

Progress so far Terminal building to be developed by AAI.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 



ALIGARH

Units in IFSC Investors

Brief 
description

There is an airstrip at Dhanipur in Aligarh district 
owned by Government of Uttar Pradesh. Earlier, 
the airstrip was used for state government 
aircraft and for charter operations. This airstrip 
has been selected under Regional Connectivity 
Scheme of Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), 
Government of India, GoI and was being 
developed for RCS operations. Development 
work has been completed and applied for 
aerodrome license to Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA). Aligarh-Lucknow-Aligarh RCS 
sector has been selected for 19 seater aircraft. 

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airstrip is located at Dhanipur in Aligarh 
district. The 1500 meters long runway is 
covered by boundary wall. There is also a 
VIP lounge to cater VIP flying operations. 
Now, a separate new terminal building has 
been made for RCS operation’s purpose.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

No destination is connected so far. 

Financial 
model

Government of Uttar Pradesh (GoUP) has 
purchased necessary land for development of the 
airport & OLS removal. Initially, the development 
cost was borne by GoUP which will be reimbursed 
by AAI from RCS funds. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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Achievements The airport has been developed by GoUP in 03 
years.  

Progress so far After the completion of development works, 
GoUP has applied for aerodrome license to 
start the RCS operations.

ALIGARH

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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AZAMGARH

Units in IFSC Investors

Brief 
description

There is an airstrip at Baldev Munderi in 
Azamgarh district owned by Government of Uttar 
Pradesh. Earlier, the airstrip was used for state 
government aircraft and for charter operations. 
This airstrip has been selected under Regional 
Connectivity Scheme of MoCA, GoI and is being 
developed for RCS operations. Development 
works has been completed and applied for 
aerodrome license to DGCA. 
Azamgarh-Lucknow- Azamgarh RCS sector has 
been selected for 19 seater aircraft. 

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airstrip is located at Baldev Munderi in 
Azamgarh district. The 1505 meters long 
runway is covered by boundary wall. There 
is also a VIP lounge to cater VIP flying 
operations. Now, a separate new terminal 
building has been made for RCS operation’s 
purpose. The airport is parallel with NH 233.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

No destination is connected so far. 

Operating 
model

Financial 
model

For RCS operations, operating model is 
being decided with AAI. 

GoUP has purchased necessary land for 
development of the airport & OLS removal. 
Initially, the development cost was bourned 
by GoUP which will be reimbursed by AAI 
from RCS funds. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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AZAMGARH

Units in IFSC Investors

Achievements The airport has been developed by GoUP in 03 
years.  

Progress so far After the completion of development works, 
GoUP has applied for aerodrome license to start 
the RCS operations.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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MORADABAD

Units in IFSC Investors

Brief 
description

The airstrip is situated at Mudha Pandey region in 
Moradabad district which is owned by Government 
of Uttar Pradesh. Earlier, the airstrip was used for 
state government aircraft and for charter 
operations. In the year 2014, the airstrip was handed 
over to AAI for development of ATR-72/A-320 type 
of operations, but AAI did not undertake any 
development work. Thereafter in 2018, the airstrip 
was selected under Regional Connectivity Scheme 
of MoCA, GoI and was developed for RCS 
operations. Development work has been 
completed and applied for aerodrome license to 
DGCA. Moradabad-Lucknow-Moradabad RCS 
sector has been selected for 19 seater aircraft. 

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airstrip is located at Mudha Pandey 
region in Moradabad district. The 2200 
meters long runway is covered by boundary 
wall. There is also a VIP lounge to cater VIP 
flying operations. Now, a separate new 
terminal building has been made for RCS 
operation’s purpose.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

No destination is connected so far. 

Operating 
model

For RCS operations, operating model is 
being decided with AAI. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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MORADABAD

Units in IFSC Investors

Financial 
model

GoUP has purchased necessary land for 
development of the airport & OLS removal. Initially, 
the development cost was bourned by GoUP 
which will be reimbursed by AAI from RCS funds. 

Achievements The airport has been developed by GoUP in 
03 years.  

Progress so far After the completion of development works, 
GoUP has applied for aerodrome license to start 
the RCS operations.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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SHRAVASTI

Units in IFSC Investors

Brief 
description

There is an airstrip at Ekauna in Shravasti district 
owned by Government of Uttar Pradesh. Earlier, 
the airstrip was used for state government 
aircraft and for charter operations. This airstrip 
has been selected under Regional Connectivity 
Scheme of MoCA, GoI and is being developed for 
RCS operations. Development works has been 
completed and applied for aerodrome license to 
DGCA. Shravasti-Lucknow- Shravasti RCS sector 
has been selected for 19 seater aircraft. 

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airstrip is located at Ekauna region in 
Shravasti district. The 1530 meters long 
runway is covered by boundary wall. There 
is also a VIP lounge and terminal building to 
cater VIP and other flying operations. 

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

No destination is connected so far. 

Operating 
model

For RCS operations, operating model is 
being decided with AAI. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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SHRAVASTI

Units in IFSC Investors

Financial 
model

GoUP has purchased necessary land for 
development of the airport & OLS removal. 
Initially, the development cost was bourned by 
GoUP which will be reimbursed by AAI from RCS 
funds. 

Achievements The airport has been developed by GoUP in 
03 years.  

Progress so far After the completion of development works, 
GoUP has applied for aerodrome license to 
start the RCS operations.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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CHITRAKOOT

Units in IFSC Investors

Brief 
description

There is an airstrip at Devangana Valley in Chitrakoot 
district owned by Government of Uttar Pradesh. Earlier, 
the airstrip was used for state government aircraft and 
for charter operations. This airstrip has been selected 
under Regional Connectivity Scheme of MoCA, GoI 
and is being developed for RCS operations. 
Development works has been completed. 
Chitrakoot-Lucknow- Chitrakoot RCS sector has been 
selected for 19 seater aircraft. 

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airstrip is located at Devangana Valley in 
Chitrakoot district. The 1475 meters long runway is 
a table top runway covered with boundary wall. 
There is also a VIP lounge to cater VIP flying 
operations. Now, a separate new terminal building 
has been made for RCS operation’s purpose.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

No destination is connected so far. 

Operating 
model

For RCS operations, operating model is 
being decided with AAI. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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CHITRAKOOT

Units in IFSC Investors

Financial 
model

GoUP has purchased necessary land for 
development of the airport & OLS removal. The 
development works have been completed by 
AAI. 

Achievements The airport has been developed in 03 years.  

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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SONBHADRA

Units in IFSC Investors

Brief 
description

There is an airstrip at Myorpur in Sonbhadra 
district owned by Government of Uttar Pradesh. 
Earlier, the airstrip is used for state government 
aircraft and for charter operations. This airstrip 
has been selected under Regional Connectivity 
Scheme of MoCA, GoI and is being developed for 
RCS operations. Sonbhadra-Lucknow- 
Sonbhadra RCS sector has been selected for 19 
seater aircraft. 

Surrounding 
infrastructure 

The airstrip is located at Myorpur in 
Sonbhadra district. The 1600 meters long 
runway is covered with boundary wall. A 
new terminal building has been made for 
RCS operation’s purpose.

Number of 
destinations it 
connects

No destination is connected so far. 

Operating 
model

For RCS operations, operating model is 
being decided with AAI. 

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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SONBHADRA

Units in IFSC

Investors

Financial 
model

GoUP has purchased necessary land for 
development of the airport & OLS removal. The 
development works is being carried out by AAI.

Achievements GoUP has purchased/acquired necessary 
land and has handed over the land to the 
AAI for development purpose.

Progress so far Development works has been completed 
upto 60 %.

DETAILED AIRPORT PROFILE OF THE DOMESTIC AIRPORTS IN THE STATE 
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Sl 
No

Name of the 
airport/Airstrip

Dr. Bhim 
Rao Ambedkar

Meerut GoUP/AAI 1500 M 23 M Yes Yes 56 KM 
(Hindan, 

Ghaziabad)

Operational1

Ayodhya Ayodhya GoUP/AAI 1500 M 30 M Yes Yes 10 KM 
(Sultanpur)

Proposed to 
be developed 
upto 3700 mts. 
Runway length 

in 3 phases

2

Moradabad

Jhansi

Moradabad GoUP/AAI 2238 M 30 M Yes 52 KM 
(Bareilly)

Operational/
developed 
under RCS

3

Jhansi GoUP/ Army 1070 M 23 M Yes 121 KM 
(Saifai, Etawah)

Operational4

Chitrakoot Chitrakoot GoUP 2500 M 45 M Yes 66 KM 
(Prayagraj)

Operational.
Parallel runway
(2500X45 mts.)

is under 
construction 

5

Azamgarh Azamgarh GoUP 1400 M 23 M Yes 113 KM 
(Varanasi 
Airport)

Operational/
developed 
under RCS

7

Dhanipur Aligarh GoUP 1240 M 25 M Yes Yes 18 KM (Agra) Operational/
developed 
under RCS

6

Myorpur Sonbhadra GoUP 1422 M 25 M Yes 112 KM 
(Varanasi 
Airport)

Under 
development

8

Shravasti Shravasti GoUP 1450 M 23 M Yes 111 KM
(Faizabad)

Operational/
developed 
under RCS

9

Akbarpur Ambedkar 
Nagar

GoUP 1820 M 30 M Yes 35 KM 
(Faizabad)

Runway to
be recarpeted

10

Saifai Etawah GoUP 2500 M 45 M Yes 118 KM 
(Farrukhabad)

100 KM 
(Farrukhabad)

Operational11

Andhau Ghazipur GoUP 1580 M 24 M Yes 113 KM 
(Varanasi Airport)

Operational12

Amhat Sultanpur GoUP 1500 M 30 M Yes 10 KM (Faizabad) Operational13

Paliya Lakhimpur 
Kheri

GoUP 1640 M 23 M Yes 110 KM (Shravasti) Operational14

Farrukhabad Farrukhabad GoUP 1228 M 24 M Yes 100 KM
(Kanpur Dehat)

Operational15

Rasoolabad Kanpur 
Dehat 

GoUP 2400 M 45 M Yes Operational16

District
Airport 

Operator/Owner Runway
Length

Runway
Width Apron Hanger

Aerial distance 
(km) of nearby 
airport/airstrip

Present Status

16 AIRSTRIPS IN UTTAR PRADESH



growth in mro sector
Significant factors driving local MRO growth in india

demand

Growth in 
aircraft fleet

policy

Aging Fleet

Developing ecosystem 
in India

Availability of cost 
competitive factors (talent, 
cheap labour, strategic 
location

Change in GST Regime
GST rate reduced from 

18% to 5% with full 
input tax credit

MO services provided 
to foreign recipient in 

India treated as export.

Zero tax on service to foreign
aircraft in India

MO benefits by 
National AviationPolicy

No import duty on 
components, Royalty relief 

by airports, permits
to MRO vendors

0%
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The rapid development of the aviation 
sector in Uttar Pradesh is a significant 
steppingstone to provide air 
connectivity to citizens, businesses and 
industries. The civil aviation industry in 
India has emerged as one of the fastest 
growing industries in the country during 
the last three years. India has become 
the third largest domestic aviation 
market in the world.

However, major challenges have 
cropped up in the aviation industry 
because of the COVID19 pandemic. 
They range from a drastic drop in 
commercial revenue to market 
distortions that affect future 
investments and assets rebalancing. A 
variety of factors such as incapacitated 
demand outlook, reduced revenues, 
high asset servicing costs and low 
liquidity pose huge difficulties for the 
industry players. Furthermore, the 
pandemic and the subsequent 
lockdowns spell a long-term impact on 
travel and work preferences, customer 
behavior, trade, tourism, regulation and 
mobility in general, with repercussions 
on demand, growth and sustainability of 
the aviation sector.

To combat the disruption of global 
value chains and the loss of millions of 
jobs due to the pandemic, a renewed 
aviation strategy and collaboration of 
airlines, airports, government, 
regulators, and financial institutions is 
the need of the hour. Provision of 
adequate financial support and fiscal 
relief is extremely vital - waiver or 
deferment of revenue share payments, 
concession fees, import duties, royalties 
and increased credit through soft loans 
or short-term working capital support 
are some streams of possible financial 
aid. The tariff regulation approach 
needs to be straightened out – with 

appropriate attention towards 
transforming the framework towards 
delivering better economic as well as 
commercial outcomes.

The success of Ude Desh Ka Aam 
Naagrik (UDAN) - the regional 
connectivity scheme that was launched 
to connect underserved and unserved 
locations in India at affordable rates to 
bring air travel close to common 
person, speaks volumes about the 
potential of the sector. Under the UDAN 
scheme, over 900 new routes have 
been ratified in the last few years, out of 
which air service has already 
commenced on more than 350 routes. 
More than 50 airports, which were not in 
service earlier, have been made 
operational. The way forward would 
entail lower taxes, lighter regulation and 
better financial incentives, which can 
enhance the competitiveness and 
profitability of the industry. A renewed 
vision should be embarked on, across 
the board – one that allows for creation 
of more jobs, and investments to be 
channeled throughout the aviation 
ecosystem.

WAY FORWARD
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Data-analytics, technology and 
e-governance are the key to building a 
post-pandemic growth strategy. Private 
financing and institutional funding are 
necessary to invest in digital assets and 
capacity building, which leads to 
enhancement of business value. The 
foundation of the strategy and policy 
should be thorough research and analysis 
into the industry growth drivers, market 
economics, industry expectations and 
cost-benefit studies. This will aid the 
rationalization of policy initiatives, and 
provide a basis for evaluation of key 
programs to advance the economic 
outcomes.

Upcoming opportunities like green 
solutions should be duly explored, and 
strategic attempts to improve 
manufacturing capacity and 
satellite-based navigation must be 
undertaken. There should be focus on 
crafting an amiable customer experience. 
The monetization of assets, recruitment of 
global talent, incentivizing performance 
and protecting intellectual property are 
the core drivers of progress.

Hence, innovations in design, technology 
and financing will go a long way in 
significantly reducing the cost of providing 
services for both airlines and airports. The 
vision of sustainability should be 
incorporated to increase asset 
productivity and improving operational 
efficiency. A strong political commitment 
and robust stakeholders will lead to the 
achievement of strategic goals. Expedient 
policy changes will drive the industry to 
create output in the form of jobs, incomes 
and wider economic benefits - creating a 
roadmap for the future of India’s aviation 
sector.
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